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The Aim  

To identify new or improved cycling routes between Wootton and Woodstock to make this short 2.5 
mile route more accessible to all cyclists whatever their age, confidence or ability on a bike 

The Opportunity 

Woodstock is the natural destination for many local journeys from the village, with a thriving town 
centre with a range of shops, restaurants and pubs, and Blenheim Palace.  It is also the location of the 
Marlborough secondary school, which serves the pupils of Wootton. 2.5 miles is a short cycle ride and 
could be accessible to anyone on a bicycle if the route were a well-designed, safe cycle path.  

For about one mile North of Woodstock there is an established cycle path (national route Oxford to 
Banbury), but linkage to Wootton village is not easy (see “challenges”)  

The alternatives 

Without cycling, the only way for most people to access Woodstock is by car. There is a daily bus from 
the village to Woodstock, for short day time trips to Woodstock, but not a time that suits school children 
or working adults. There is a good footpath to Woodstock, but a 5-mile round trip is too far for most 
people to consider for regular use or for accessing school or shops etc.; the footpath is across fields so 
also not user-friendly in dark or wet conditions.  

The challenges for cycling 

Although 2.5 miles is an ideal distance for cycling, both the current routes are challenging for anyone 
other than the confident and fit cyclists. One route is via the A44, the other via the B4027. Both routes 
involve steep hills on country lanes, which are either narrow or have fast traffic, or both. Both routes 
involve one difficult junction. More detailed analysis is provided below and in chart 1 “Constraints”. 

Alternative routes are not easy to identify as the two rivers, the Glyme and the Dorn, separate Wootton 
from Woodstock, and both rivers are bounded by flood meadows that flood regularly and are important 
natural habitats. Either side of the rivers there are steep hills, which is why the road routes both to the 
A44 or on the B4027 are not cycle-friendly. 

Other landowners 

Both in the village and Woodstock, private housing limits the options available, but much of the open 
land is owned by two landowners. 

1) Blenheim own most of the land between Wootton and Woodstock – and have plans for 
significant new woodland, with new public paths. Links from the village to these networks might 
open up new routes, although getting from the village to these woodland areas involves 
crossing the rivers and flood plains. 



2) Wootton Conservation Trust, charity no 1163549, owns and runs the 30 acres of Wootton water 
meadows and land North of the Glyme and West of the Dorn. The land is run for environmental 
purposes. (NB Potential conflict of interest: I am chair of WCT) 

 

Analysis of current routes  

Route 1: Via A44 Challenges Opportunities  
From the village centre, down 
to Wootton bridge 

The road is very steep, narrow and 
around quite sharp corners. There 
is not a large volume of traffic, but 
it can be quite fast 

No alternative.  20 mph and some 
constraining street furniture as 
traffic calming possible to make 
village roads safe 

Through West End, up from 
the bridge to the edge of the 
village  

The road is narrow, with one very 
steep and narrow section  

i) Footpath up to Zion House – 
narrow, steep, no access  at top 
to fields, apart from across 
private land.   

ii) Footpath up “Williams Hill” – 
very steep and narrow, not 
adaptable for bikes  

From edge of village to 
“Wootton Turn” junction with 
A44 

This road is flat-ish, wide, good for 
bikes 

Good. No alternative needed – but 
both ends of this section are 
challenging  

“Wootton Turn” A44 junction Fast road, not good to cross, (to get 
to pavement)  
Cycling: Towards Woodstock – ok, 
long slip road (but fast main road) 
Towards Wootton – long central 
right turn lane – but v fast traffic, 
difficult to pull out in to it  

Fast road, difficult to improve.   

A44 into Woodstock  Very fast road, ok to edge of 
Woodstock (no junctions) 

iii) Cycle path in field next to A44?   
iv) Cycle path along “Hollyhock 

walk” footpath, past Field Barn, 
v) Cycle path on new Blenheim 

circular route (see New Route 
A)   

A44 through Woodstock, past 
Black Prince  

A44 busy and narrow, and quite 
steep  

No alternative – all built up and 
flood plains – unless new crossing 
for flood plain, lining to new route 
East of housing?   (see New Route 
A) 

 

 

 

 

   



Route 2: Via B4027 Challenges Opportunities  
From the village centre, down 
to Dornford bridge 

The road is steep and narrow, but 
not much traffic 

Cycle patch in fields or WCT 
meadows – but linkage to B4027 
and Dornford bridge is challenging  

Junction with B4027, by 
Dornford Bridge 

Tricky junction - narrow road, over 
bridge, two sharps bends, and step 
hills, cars often going too fast.   

No alternative  

B4027 from Dornford bridge, 
past Oxford Drama School, to 
the cycle path (National Route 
5)  

Steep hill, narrow, fast road Cycle path in neighbouring fields? 

Cycle path into Woodstock 
(part of National Route 5) 

Good off road cycle path – comes 
out near Marlborough secondary 
school and with good access to 
town centre via back roads 

Good. No alternative needed 

 

Possible new routes  

New Route A (see chart 2 - New Route A) 

Parallel to A44, but using “Hollyhock” footpath, through new housing development, to Old Woodstock. 
But three challenges: 

1) From centre of Wootton village – no obvious alternative to the steep narrow road out of the 
village (over bridge, through West End and up)  
- Then along road to Wootton Turn is good 

2) From Wootton Turn down Stratford Lane to footpath / possible new cycle way – a narrow fast 
and busy rat run – would need cycle paths in adjoining fields?   

3) From Old Woodstock to Woodstock town centre/school – only route is A44 Past Black Prince, 
which is busy, steep and narrow.   

a. Solution (marked X) offered by new Blenheim cirucalte walkr, “Oldd Woodstock Wood” 
and new river crossing to Woodstock end of National Cycle Route 5.  

New Route B (see chart 3 - New Route B)   
 
More ambitious – could deliver traffic-free route all the way from Wootton to Woodstock  

1) Cycle Path from Milford Lane across Wootton Conservation Trust land to link to the new bridge 
across the Dorn 

2) New bridge across the Dorn  
3) Bridge links into new Blenheim woodland “Hordley Forest School” – with an off-road cycle path 

that could be graded relatively gently to climb out of the valley 
4) Hordley to Drama School  

a. Either use existing footpath across the field (but conflict with farming) 
b. Or develop edge of field cycle path  

5) B4027 past Drama School is very narrow – develop edge of field cycle path around back for 
Drama School, and ink to National Cycle Route 5   



 
6) Follow National Cycle Route 5 into Woodstock – no work required. 
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